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believe that God would let him offer up his son " ;
are characteristic remarks in essays. It is common
to find groups of children unanimous that God did
not want Abraham to kill his son, and to be equally
confident that God told him to do so. And the great
question remains for us all : Is God like this ?
Clearly He is not. God Who " hath in these last
days spoken unto us by His Son " is One " with
Whom can be no variation neither shadow that is cast
by turning." He does not encourage us to go half-way
in the fulfilment of His commands, and then tell us
that He did not mean us to complete them ; neither
does He, taking a lower than the highest human
standard, prompt to evil that good may come of it.
The light of His truth is not mingled with a darkness
which has its source in Him. The darkness is in
ourselves, and arises from our obviously imperfect
nature : our imperfect knowledge and consequent
service of God. It is dispelled in proportion to the
extent and constancy of our lives " in Christ," Who
is both the true Life and Light of men.

The subject under consideration also opens the
whole question of Old Testament types. Scholars
appear to be fairly agreed that at the present time
eschatology is one of the most urgent problems of
the Old as of the New Testament. Our forefathers
felt something of it, but had not the material that
is being increasingly given to us to-day on which
to work. The fact that the Old Testament foretold
the Messiah and led up to His coming is as clearly
acknowledged to-day as ever it was, although these
truths are being expressed in somewhat different
terms and from different points of view compared